“I rematimes Tose myself in this tostume, ™ C hard otts says snd hugs 2o her dress,
It takes brenly piimetes io put on gad we e bo ke off That's e forty-one
inTdces tach day, for the lage eight years of my 1ie." § ack her what she thinks
abaut while ghe dresses. "' Dh, nothing much® She acmils, then chandes ber mind:
“Usually Itry bo Socus an the character I'w portrai irg, to rememberber pact—
ali the crap she's been fed" Her hands werk Bheir way up hercpstume, adjusting
roldzand krmts \hat are invisible to we, She finshes fosarg with her cap anihy
reducuntly sand Continues: "Buric makes me mare believable bo riry guasls even
though mest af them just stwd there Tike dumb kids with their wauths apen®
L zeam n while shetalis, tryfmg fa pick up demils in her drees, “Anyway™ She
. yawns, “Whatthe hell de you tink sbout while vou' re dressing?™ The Intarview
] a almostover BEoth of ug hed bootruch ko drink. ©1 dan't knowe™ Teell her,
Lragihy bibe i when my subjects skarkascing me queshons, "] think atouk
what' | was wearmg the nlght before." §he nads. “[ try bo vary my clalfing,
[ guess it helps mi biep track o Fine da ye The cumera beeps three Hmeg,
regning the tapahas rum ol "Yau know whak bhae eminds me o537
Charlobe is quddenty aled. "My mothar used to sewmy clobhes when [
was young, Horrible hand-made things thar lncked |ike potate sacks,
Exery night betore school, She weuld iy them out on a chair next to my.bed,
wiile D wa s She pirg. [k wasn't reaily an issue of money, althdogh as agingle
mother the didn’t have tea much te spave. It was mowe 2 matter of prmeigle.
- 1'd been sgoiled ever sinee the divorse and weedsd b S d vp my chavicher,
Imed o argue but she couldn't care less 3 the girls ab sebos] were ..—,ai'i'ing
tre names, Lwanld grow up ro ke g siravg Indrpendent woman and npt some
Biarhie hatnawresker lika the bltch my Gbher ran off with. When [ urned thirteen,
I started steahing rmeney from oy mbthec's pock ele snd cigaing for change inside
the souch, T aln wenk to Ehe mall, where [ ghook lo85e coing From payphomes ar
pickind A[Ffrom the B paople left at the fond court, After two weeka T had snough
quarters gmd wickels to by wy birse Champion sweatshire, ARer a few mhore wesks,
Treafized i'd be egsierto shoplift the rest, Brery rﬂ-:-rn?rg_h I put on one of pey
mothers hariid eraatians, kizs her goodbyo and headed sut for the schegl bus.
Dur neighar hiad a thick set of bushes dividing hisbackyard from s, T weuld
witk dewm fha street, turn back, then cut along the fence to his bushes where I
pulled out clathes brom my school bag and dhanged. On the wiy home, ['d dothe
opposite; changing back into mom's dreadful clathes, That wery weel, the girls
at school fand another fatgetie pick on, Bventusily, [even started making some
frands, Ome day, while [ was changing, L sate the neighborleoking stme fram
behing his buy windaw, I'm not sure how long he'd been doing this butt the bastscd



didn't avm bother g pu! down the blinds. The same thing fappeénsd the nextday so by
tir: @nd oF Ehe wesk [ decided m move to another backyard In a similar house fust down
tne baek_Hverything was cocl fora couple of days, but then one sfiernoon [founda
nobe tad to one of the busher IEWes from my neighbor. It 5aid he would bel] mry
mother whee I was doing 1 didr't come back o the old bushes in W= backward "
Charlolis pauses For the Firse bune and shrugs apparently for efbect, " The first few Himes
vack were kind of crespy but after 3 witvile I Udt kined him oul, Theh, once every week,
wiually on Eriduys, a new plece of cdothing waited for e in the bushes, wrzpped like 3
Christanas gift with a card, Wonderhd things I teuld anly dream of Fram labels like
Guess Sergle Tacchini, Calvin Kleinand the Gap. 0 ccasionslly there would be olker
ghoff; Nite poems, drawings or weird things to wear under e clothes, along with
irgtrmctigng Eor how o repure them, To be horast, T 4idn't mind that 30 much, Aslang
3t the giBts koot coming. [ was happy to keep up my end of e barzain, In any cage, the
gifts kept gelsing betier and the bargain was bavivg & supereffect on my social life,
Then 3kl camie aparf: My mebbiewiy calied v for 3 talk with the schea] counsejor, He
paid hev ang of e beashers complaimed after seeing me in what ghe sware was a fur
ozt and & dizmand tara, The miesting went [Trg, my mether always keptug app ear-
arces in pabitc but when I came home the shit bit the Fan. She had slready been
throwgh my closer ard armanged what she Fond on the Floer, like it was some kind of

bastard Father? When she reglized [ wouldn't talk she gat doven,
warted bo sing and ripped threugh my clobhes alphabetically,
When cha reached Benetron [ wasd 1) tears and cerifessiong,
Therevt merning, my mobher rame back ko my room apd =t
ontha bed, Sha beek oy hand in hers and beld me she Jovwed
iz Than ghe s3id that she made an npertank phens call,
that Zzauld wear what T wanbed and that pverything weuld
Le ravmal again, She leftsmiling and closed the doar
bedind her, Far the Pzt tima in menths, Cdressed up
indeors and walkad geralght o the sehaal bus, T anly wenk -
vach to Ehe neighbeor ance, on Friday, and soad aiound the
bushes 3t the vsual Fme, Twaited and waited and -
walbed Dut wepe home with nothéng ¥ Chariotte
shrugs again_ T wac sbvioushy disappoirded =
wauldnt yeu bed Bukthere was slse this sweet and sad ™!
Fn'.ﬂ:'r'.grllkn: when ar obd pcloy you knaw From TV
sindderly dies brom 3 heort g2ick, Idoe't ramember
rnck efse Fromn that cey Twas popuiarby then avd part -
o' the jn-gewup, Sl when I came hame T did my dsal

reunds, fishing for loase change b any mother’s coat packets, While laeking thraugh her
closztana slfing Hrough old clethes Tsuddenly Eomd a new hundbag, ['m preety sureie
wat a Fendi. Then, onceevery weak, uswally on Friday, new itsms wrned iip i har
wardrode; A sult by Carclina Herrera, jeans by Glevia Yanderbilt @ dregs by Versice,
shees by Marolo Hiahnik, On Chyistmat Dgy [ still had niekhitg new 1 wear but my
mnther was becoming the bast-dregsed diworcia in the naighberhend Irar out of the
houge and went shaight o the na'ghbar, The lights were anbut the blmds were down.
tere off sy clothes and stood in the byshis for almost an b, Pakied and SHvefingon 2
e carpet of new, Zcoild see yilhoucthes sitting at 2 table and realized with growing
a1 ger that e man had cermginy, The birar 437 sltervacation I waré bp the Schenl cour-
sefar, [ told hm everytiving. T toid hier shout the clathes, abost Fhe bushet, ghput the
weird shfE with instructizng and the famosd Hara For the second Sme inny Lifz]
brake dowen and cried, But ] also made ure he idarste od haw self sh my motharats
breing, the gurul crap she gave me for Christies and how cruglly [ ives being breated at
home, e listened patierthy mti 1 was Prighed, Than be asked nie b wait sur=ids and
called the police, T talked to them for 2 while in the comselpr®s oftice and thon ot inta
one cf their Cars, The whole school was [oaking. Al the teachers and students stepped
And cama gt Hhe F[iﬁ‘f."IjJ-HL e "Flig.k-_ cheal qualtrrba.i:k and the cheprla adérs sven tha
metzlheads and the black guy whe clegns auk the brasht™ Charloite Taughs and wipes 3 rear
from her aye. “[cwas the happiex mamentin my [ike® She zaps, “Anyway, you can
imnaging the feat, They kaccted gn owr neighbor's door and teok Rim gwy, He came ot
laoking tired, almost relieved, [ think %5 tha Brat time | Saw bim out of his house, My
Moather alie ran gut, erying myseeriedly, yelling all kinds of things,
kissing and hugging me, The police talked to her for & long Hme and then
we gl went into our houde, A lady cep anda guy with a carmara went

bawes Then they did the same tengin my methar's room but ik ¢
LiFar E:'l-!‘_'.' came oub with 35 The rest of bra r_'.:ul-_:-_qj_l:l_;t szl in sur
kitchan and 5ark ufta-'l-:ed ower the nolge uE thair Wd”’.‘f-i.i [.'-:..f;_;_ "_".l!:,r
mether was hyperattive ke i was her Birkhday party and lect
runhifg araund, seasivg the ceps, makieg jokes and of ferlng
eoflne, | way afse caught up In the exciteme nt and Stayed pwake
wiy pastey hediime, When [did pe bogieap Ithought about
qoing back to echool and telling everyone what happerad, T
traught they would make an anneuncement o cafil a gpechal
8 agembly o zomathing, I was Se high Fram 3] Ehe attention thab
D aida't notice undil the next day that my closet was emgtiad,
U & chairneet fo my bed wat 3 hand-sewn dregs



Cate's interview jasts only minutes, He sits downand we just Stare at cach ather,
Lash him what ft"s [ike to bravel in time. ] ask him i i better to live in baoks op
in castumes. I ask him if he's seen Grarrdhog Day, Tack him about his time in
the Air Force, abeut the experiments they did reaking him watch cvery episode
of The JefFersans while sezoped into a suzersonic airplane Tlying back wards ina
circuizr tunne| ander Mawnt Rushimare, [ask him which bowk is more gubhentic:
The Inwizible Man vr The Man Whe Mistook His Wife Tor A Hat, 2 sck him iF
he ever mistoek his visiters for inquisitors and, 1£sa, bow many spoke Spanglish
a5 @ First language, [ ask him iF he knows Columbos discovered Fort Landerdale
on the same day Jaws were expellad from Lz Mancha, {Tdon't tell him that
Calumbus was a double agent worhing for both the Inguisifion and the Mosgad }
1 za bhim IF Virginia has any windmills, Lask him i Calaniz! Willlamsburg has
8 Bedford Avenue, 1 ask him (£ he can remember 3 time before the Indiang and
EWPuerto Ricans disappear=d and the place was averrun by bourists and aseists,
.J gek him whrichis mare credizle: Will Smith's partrayal of Mhammad Ali or
Adam Smith’s principle of the invisible hend. [ ask him iF he believes what he
gees, | ask himn [Fhe sees whae be believes Task kim which animal lives langer:
bhe buiterdly or the bee, [ ask him what is 2 still [ife, Task hlm bo quit staring atme.
I ask bim iFhe has any questions. 1ask him bo answer me, 1 ask him Lo be quiel,
Lask kim to leave, Zask him ko come back.







[ westTack Burzess ina barn. After what happened last month,

he has to 13y low tor 3 while. We taTk about hig fime inthe Navy,
the al dces he's Hived in line Oking wa, SdLidi-Arab ia, Kuwait

ard Guam. He tells e about 3 child fie Pthered withaJapanece

prostitute, This Fappened right after his first tour in [raq.

The child was bern with & thin Coat of light-colored Fur.

Ithad Fiippers instead of legs and arms. Jack spent ayear with
the child, feking him ko the beach 2 Oura Wan every morring,
becaise bis mother needed bo restafler working alimight.

He veould put the childin the shallovw waberdnd wabeh him
disappear under the neaves, The child would emerge an hour later,
his head bobbing in the swil, helding astarfishor a stunning
shel] inits mouth, Jack would unpack the lunch bag he brought
and they would eat raw fish and rice cakes prepared by the child
metter, Jock tells me this was the mest peacebul time of hislife,
When he finally got back to the States, affer the child’s déath,
Jack knew things hed changed bul he couidnt Say why.

The cighties were overand a new hostile age had begun.
S A W —
g smwegaeee: [o0) Kicked aboul for awhile, deing odd fabs,

ing hunting and fishirg alone when he Could, He joired the
mililia after getting a call From an 01d Navy friend whe had told
him ha'd just had enstgh, They have sixty-bwe members in theic
local chapter, They carried outtheir first action twe years ago
and have never booked back. Jack says ib% nof about pelilics.
It rurs much deeper then that,



Frarces -ries during the Interview, Fourof her nine children -
the souc oldest boys — hawe gone offand only oné has come
back. Thase who died, she says after wiping her face, disa
Aahting for otr frecdom and our independency. Matt and 1
lnok aF each other in dumbs Jisbelief, None of the persans we
P rEviously talked fo hadorfed  Frances takes foh"-‘t'g:f“"ﬁ 211
PULs one on top of the okher, She winds ug her watch, Every
Suraay, she puls on Hhis costume and goes te the cemetery,
Theres a rr;v*_-il.'t[-j;r]al}-' Wae cemnebetyand a civil war -TT.“JEt*T-_‘;"
3r.‘:'-.-u church, Afeer the service, she goes outto the grave;and
cties for Almastan hout, Her husband, Gerry, and'the Rever-
and, Clive, usually stay fnside and talkabout eriHErgr projects,
Reverand Clive want: fo penovalbe his {;ﬁ’.ﬂt-iﬁ'-'-Hﬂ eells g‘“’
his garage I« like puygatory It's Flled 'with all rorks of things
whoze wractical Tfe has ewplred but whose ulfmste fafe
ematns undecided, Gerry Jaughs and looks out the window,
Franceris backon hor feet, brushing the leaves from her dress.
She'll be ready b ¢o Kome in a tew minutes. The bwe men
finfsh thejr small talk and stand up, They've dfscussed Frances”
predicame nt aver ancl over by newl, Thelr smesitlons are clear b
each other, Nelther wants to rekindle the argrmmnt,"ﬂh 'l gi'?!'
aver jb¥ Gerry say, gtaﬂg up jhte the aisle rlc:!’.f-:'l.ngd carme -
where the paints fleking. “teu know, this place could alsouse
a lithe work? Reverand Clive apens the door. He looks
Irritated, "Gerr y* He says, "She cres ata different grave every
time! The door closes softly. Mattand I sartbo pack up, 1 kil
him 1 think this was the best nterdew so far, Finally someane
with areal sty fo belll* I'm escited , Fspecially the partabout
losing her sons? [ grab the camera and the micgophore and
leave Matt with the two fripads and cables, He waits, Jookis
irritated while Thald thedoor apen."She o cryrealistically®
he says, “Bubshe's not agaed ackresst



As spon as he walks in, Geerga Wylhe anmounces he's gob birabigmus.
[ask him what he means 2 he tells me he's crass-gyed, | mament
235585 with no reaction, s0 George continues: “[ve aclually got [mber-
mittant Strabicrmus. It's more reficeable when I'm sick or i shress.™
[ laak up Fram the viewFinder, George i wearing krﬂ-T.:ngH,jﬂsFir,g;,
a pair of braeches, a black waistcoat, 2 detbed ghirt bt +'J_-+r-5 -yt al Hpe
neck and a hat, l"v;ngnl- AYE 75 |._'.'|'_:-Llr|£ directly b me, His left sye
izoks te the right. 1 nod for Gearge b= it dewn and discrestly switch
af b the camerg, CUurmeck Tnterifew starks, !m-:lrgc Pn_r.:-:.rrj[. to be @
signar of the declarabion of 1nJEpE'L1En‘.E' and T_Jm::l'rnd o be inkerview-
g him For the camera. We're balk practiced and talk effortlessly. Near
Ene end, | ask i+ he's OK with a Few parsonal Ja—;n.:m; He Says Sure
and leang hack, “What's it like tw bave Strabis fus? Q‘UPEE Lrmiies @hd
L auickly add "I mean, what do yousee when you're cross- eyad?"
[here 15 reasan to be exbatrassed bul reorge seems b bake it in Siride.
In i 1A I'.':Eﬂj] !_'ﬂ-'m i-"]-ﬂ-'-'-l-'_-l-;i'ﬂP.i_'f' ]l".'-ﬂﬂ'lfu Eo J-EF.'-'JTE I'HFH?ETG'"‘TI Hhe 'I-:J-F-"llfl'!
l::l.'E‘.'I He hakes ofF JlllSi'l‘.-:l-;.rH_E’ £350 5 rapa Bho uE}]; 'mn abiz ko 50
early both shraight shead and to the side at the same Eime ™ Withoul
-|.-ri'1i|'"-“rg. -f-'-E'-:TgE ETaps hls wrist and Ei”ES the hat side ways, It éﬂ'if_.-E.r:-
341955 the radtn and lands én haok which is @mast behind him,"1s
r‘|1'Ff"_';l.Ii' when you're young " he continues, "But being cross- "f}'E‘-':f byt
sume clegr ewlutionary adenbages” There'sa gause. Gearge gels b
retrieve his hat, Before he et ;Th"I quickly restart the camerg, "Ea-.n;,ud
repeat that™ [ ask, “There might have been 3 3i!1|:d- in the footage.”
seorge Sibs down agaim “Sure He siys and Lakes off s hak.“In mest
cases, the brain disregards input From Lhe bad eye ® He sraps his wriskand
the hak Flies dwectlyabme_ Tt lands at my PE-H;, fustin Frork of the camera,
u-f-rl'qr CASE 1% rare d’vugl:" EF'I"'P'E' rmileg " Tdih‘TﬂEl;;_;_arn! i"-“ﬂ't-'ﬁ'r'ﬁ."



The zuy In the piehures i either called Dennis ur Richard,
Ot meeting béging awkwardly betauze it too het.

I'm unprepsrcd and siart sweating alme st immediately,
Lennig/Richard kesps sipping his wine, Forgetting that it

15 a twg-year-ald prep, The bottle's been Sitting apen for
50 long aow its content has basically lurned 1nte vinegar,
1t's yndrinkable and Desnis/Rickard has ta spit iz out

every time after tasting it. There's a puddle of the prop
slowly grawing hetween his feel. He ap-:lngir.*..a.

I tell him it's OK, T will edic it out afterwards anyhow,
When we Fnally get down to the Interview, Richard/Dennts
luens nut ta be quite g slippery fish. He won't answer my
guestiant about what its ke te be 2 Soottish Immigrant
playing an English Loyalist far rwe"t:,r-fi::&t century
Americin audiences, He arefers to pretend he's his
efghtesnth-centuty avatar, I key to loosen him up by talking
about David Feckham axd Kenny Dalglish, two saccer
players I knaw nathing about, Dennis/Richard smiles
politedy and Brings the glazs te his lips, bul enly pretends to
be deinking s time, We're not getting anywhere and the
kape's runnang ok, I ook athim, thipking he leoks fike the
careent president fram the gide and Mad Max from the Front,
It's 2004, I ask him 1Ehe's voted. He btells me a lang stery
about having to ride a while homse gn a previcus shoot For
Japancse television, [ask iFhe's aver read Raymend Carver,
He takes hig 125t sip of the wine, spits it out and asks i€ I've
aver tidden a horge,




Slzazeth asks if I wanbbo have a quick "lookie" undar her costume,
“ot almestaminule I do not krow what be 53y, What's this about?
Igshg serious? Why 35she using childish wards? Thare's a tension
blliidiﬁs bebweEan ws ancl I wo rT:.-' Ji‘-ﬂutin__;u]ffrlg har {EI !'..:a_-r o,

‘Do you alweys do this with visitorsy™ [ask, lekivg around the room
-Wﬂ;d';i'lg an answer, There's no gne in hore but us and the camera.
Slizabeth asks again, this Lime nok taking her eyes off me. L agree,

| takn of F Ty hea ri;lf"rn nds and got up, F-u.‘Hng my hands in my pockety:
arefles, The leans Back In her seat 2nd ziso reaches inta her peckat:
fishing arund Jor a secret butien or g gipper perhaps? Whan ] get
claser she suddenly whiss oub herhand and ciagps me hard om bhe Face
with sprme Kind nl:;:lﬁe:.t. L beetera it atmost Faii':ng bickwards and
realize ['d fargothen bo bum alF the camera, "You would never ack 3
worian pf my skature @ quastion like that in the eighteenth cantury!”
The scls angry but undermeath she books sabiskied, “In the aightesnth
zentury, 1"d have been perbectly jistibizd in rezpom dimg with vislance”
[ remain ctanding, stupidly Dlocking the shot with my bk, The object
Efizabeth hil. me with is a fan, She holds it up for me Lo see, unfurling
it l'ke 3 poker hand. “Mask of the time, weaen't glap oy puests for
ina sike of highorical dccuraey,”™ She speiles,. Tha Fan has g acene
printed om iE: two wamen ip Rimoreg are leaning in Promt of 3 man
incdera C}--':'"r_y' blassem, A bea wﬂ:z.mnn_';'? T .r-ca"_'..' Sorryt She
starts Fanning herss!f. ‘The two geishas, their client ang sherry blos-
sam hlurints apink stresk. [ resitze I've sean axactly the szme scene
ambreidered on tawels forsale on Caral Street, Blizabath Tezns forward,
"I did nabmeam ko hurt yeu,” she gays and allows me a guick Teokia,
"hub you did ask me Lo Slep cul of characker®




Will was ten when he fIrt saw Jesus walk ino church, That was the Jast fime
he'd seen any thing actually, Jasus walked |n, Fight jn fhe midale of Reverend
Hi's sermen, [egned over and asked Will if ke could have a word with him
cubride. Aunt Wirginia was busy singing so Will and Jesus sk ot and sat
an the ground, right mder the aak tree Jesus askad iF Will was hungry, Will
:33d yes and Jesus drew a circle in the air with fwe fingers and suddenly a
shower of apples and acorns fell dowr:, Wil S3id thank yeu rubbed an agple
ol ks ’-,l':zrfm'.: sf hakit and ate Whilie Jesus E:Jq;,| sined what he wanted Foom
“ir. On the way hack, Wil slipp2d on the shaie in front of the church and
hit Fis head o the ratling, [*was a long whilz helore the service was over,
By ‘hat lime, blood nid lamorrhaged inbhe back oF Wl shull bu].'djrg up
koo much pressurearound the pptical nerve. The damage was frre versible

ard Will had become blind, Laterthat summer, bre local museuin sbarted
recruiting from: the communily, Two representativas cams ta Will's church,
They skood ir Front of the canaregation, introdacac, tomse lves and aeked if
amyome knew wheb Livin _'-jis?nq j.s.]esus.ﬁi-:ﬂﬁ-.{a;.-]] "0l aunkVirgirly
-ould Seach y'all samething ahowl Ih—ing sty y ® and the whele Congraga-
tar started whooring ::ir-'-_:g.'u'ﬁf ing. The tws men axplained Ehak the museumn
was 4 special placa: great thealer ynder the sky where hislery was Erﬁﬁg?r
hack e fife otk He Pulue may leamm fom the post. They used wards 1
alriady kned, Jike braditien snd dignily, but also repeglad omes hewasn 't 5o
sure avout, like moral obli g sliom, L;::I]-r.-;nurirlj- subreach and presénting A
well- paunded pictuse, Since bis family was poor and tha blind gcheol Tn
Richmond wes out of the question [twa agreed bo sand W il to the muzaum
Lo the rest of te summer, Hewould learn old stovies and stmgs and b
bawraht abauf bty Then he'd appear bafore visizes ina costume, feaching
bhein whmk bie had fearned. Tn exchangs, the museurt would pay for his
s:.'r*p.:iirg i Bichmondl. When Jesus beard aboul the contbmact they signe 1 ke
called it & whifs davil’s Bargain. Aunt Virginiagob angry ancl lold Jesus he
shauld go find 2 jo b, Yo sie like b Balk Y she was crying,® But other Hhan
Lhem applas you be stealing fromMe-Wyth's orchard. T ain'é see you pulling
no faod o the Eable " Tes.5 pubkis fork down gnd gelup. He whispered in
Will's L‘Er*".".'l he back” and watked oub Wi says that'even to this day
pecple still balk abeut Jesmat church and in the museirn somebimas. ~



Anre Randolph i6 the st parson [ irterviaw, We meat 2t the Ra b gh Taveem,
a reatorad efghteenth.pantury bar, Lordar 8 Peps! and Anna drinke spple flice
frem a whickey glass. The t=llz o about going to Ceurt and Fightlng far
cugrady sver har daughter, Her Tugband died Ihres years age, leaving behind
ameuntphn of debits, Accomding o Virginka Lawg the child had to be givén
avar bo thé desd husband's brother, Tumer, becauce Anne 15 peimilass, Fawr
her in=laws wan't 3peak to her The child!s sulfering but the courtwen't hear
hir case, "Foels!™ Anne shouls, *"Thay dct from heliefand refuse to accept
Lhak thay 're saefng,” She fries e cry burne ears came pul. The 3palaghies
1 il her we can by again lter 8nd tumm the cainerd of], [ am beved and bry 1
shinge Fubject [ want ke Baobs on every <ty datails So [ ask vt The deag
to break our aFrouting, Anne 18 me sbout baing courted by someone, then
about the wiech tals she participaber n overy wight, These epacial occasions
s her the chonce T Ingemact with other characters n town, which 52
wilenme change aiter sitting bor hours inglde the house, Lask what she
thines peaple expect toses when they come Dem, She Gars therd Ba lobaf
patriotism naw. Peopla need a connection with history, Others just come to
encape for the weekend, fo retarn b0 2 gimple |ffe I nodiand & dear apans,
George Washingean walks in. “For fuck’s sake, Lee!™ hesereams_“What
Fuave y ou dovg with my wigh? He suddenly netices the camers apd 2ringes.
“Ir's neten™ [ tell Rim and take outa daltar 511 fremn my walies, The
likemaes Iz g=bor ?EF.ing,'"_'.'cl pog la ever mistake you™ Gearge Waghington iy
oo busy leaking for W3 wig 50 Anne angwersy " We're gl mistaken far
samn2irta €%e, His just happens to be famous. Sha takes off the white head
Cover EVEry wowian aa und haTe seems ta be wearing, Eior haly Falls down n
thick rt-colored curls, "n 1987, bhere was a Head £ Shoulders commercial
starring @ hafr mocle] wha leoked just 'ea me " Anne turns i her seat to
demomrake, “Mindyou, only from the back, vk fhe [kenegs really was
astpunding ™ She starte (aaghing “People with decpapaty Teoks in their ayes
e o pun ofter me o the gtreets and ael 1P true, 1Fthe stuff roally wiorks,
T could help them..® Anne laughs so hard pven Growge Washingten 1acks oo,
“Ever whan gray (2alived their mistake, they would sl not letme go, They
wantad semagne Just fo bell them 11’ tnue, that they ce a1 bave beagtful halr
ard getrid of their damdraff1" Anne gasps For g, har Lughter lums frbe o ving.
wenmaniigiily hc mzkes & quick gesbare for me to restart e camera. “[diots”
che crigs, LS bme with tears Streaming 40w, breaking down, sabling.
“Thet wank 3o much to belheve, they refuse be accept what thiy're sesing."



Ariana gskg if T can imaging what 1ife after degth is like, "How should T know?™
Itall her, "I'm still siting here talking to you” She looks dawn at her hands,
disappointed, and triag to answer tha quastion again She tells me about a dream
she hag ence n 8 while. Actually it'3 net really & dream; it's more something
that happens to her in the middle of the night, *[ wake up and I am my character,”
She says, “ Only not the way my charaeter was two hundred years age, like what
[ do gt wask, but the way she iz now, at this very moment™ Ariana 38 visibly moved,
Tneed to deal with this delicately, “And?™ [ ask, “What's it like to be dead?"

She deesn’t answer, Instesd she Took3 once at the camera, makes & strapge gesture
invelving alf of her fingers and then just looks out the window:. T admit [ am
having a hard time follewing this, "Look,”™ [1€ll her, “Either vou're dead in the
comventional sense, meaning you're under the ground; 3¥'s over and you're part
of the scenery.” [ try {o Conjure up a convincing altermative, “Or you"ve moved o
and joined something bigger, like a tallgate parey outside Penway Park: the

sgme feeling of camaraderie with 2 bit more diversity and some organ musie”
The joke Falis fat, even though Ariana’s originally frem Bosten. “Yau asked me
to describe what [ feel when ["m in character)” She hitses, “And when I explain,
you react like soms wanrabe Waody Allen™ I tell Ariana I'm really sorry and
stare iddling wiith the cameéra, Jike there's suddeniy romething wrong with I,
Much to my relief, she doesr™ get up. ™Well," She tries apain, collecting herself
“Mostly, it’s jealougy. Especially in the beginning, when you're freshly desd

and all taoge you left are shll walking around aver you,” 1 gusss 1 am visibly
surprised beceuse Ariana stants smiling, *I heard somenne on the radio say that
jealousy is the mest creative passion: A person in love is usually prore to all
sorts of conceits and clichés about natare, But 3 person beteayed can create wholbs
sceparies and imagine buman relations to the tiniest devail, usually the wors.”
Ariana's amile turns inte bright laughber. “And man is my character jealous of
=il those whe are living; bay does she feel batrayed by how her life ended and
now litte people remember of her” 1 finally understand what she's geting at,

“ 5o you feel jealous and betrayed when you're doing your character?™ I gk,
“Me,™ Arizna sighs and gets up. “T feed Tike [ve wasted my best years performing

#omegne whaonly cares aboul baing creative,”



[ metTack Burgess fria barn. After what happened last month,
he has to [y low for a while. We talk about his bime inthe Navy,
the pl aces he's lived in line Okinawa, Saudi-Arabia, Kuwait

ared (uam, He tells e about 3 child fie Pathered witha Japamese
prostitute, This Fappened right affer his first tour in [zaq.

The child was bornwith a thin coat of ight-colored Fyr.

[thad Fiippers instead of legs an arms. Jack spent a year with
the L‘hi]dP feking him to te beach & Oura Wan every morning,

because bis mother needed bo restaller working allmight.

He would plit tie child in the shallow water and wateh him
disappear under the waves, The child would emergean hour luter,
his head bobbing in the surl, holding a skarfishor a stunning

shell inite meuth, Jack wonld HnFar.\k the linch bag he hmtght
snd they would eab raw fish and rice cakes prepared by the child
matter, Jack tells me this was the mest peacebul time of ks life,
When he finally got back to the States, #ffer the child’s déath,
Jack knew things had changed but he couidmt Say why.

The cighbies were overand a new hstile age had begun.
s smw_geee Joc)k {icked aboul for 8 while, deing odd fabe,
ing hunting and fighing alone when he Could, He jained the
mililia after getting a call from an old Navy friend who had told
him ha'd just had enough. “They have sixty-bwo members in theic

local chaptay, They carried outtheir first ackion two years ago
and have never looked back. Jack saysibs not about pelilics,
It rurs much deaper then that,







